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	The Spelling Bee

	
	Elizabeth Jones / Narrator

	
	Audition Script



Story Summary
Elizabeth Jones is a shy, self‑conscious high‑school girl who doesn’t believe she’s special. At the spelling bee, she unexpectedly becomes the focus of attention from Mike Shane — a charming young radio DJ and TV weatherman. His warmth and confidence awaken something in her: the first moment she feels seen, desired, and valued.
Her emotional arc moves from insecure teen → swept‑up romantic → deeply devoted partner → a woman who looks back on her life with gratitude.
Key qualities for the actor:
· Soft‑spoken, earnest, emotionally transparent
· Experiences first love as a shock, almost disbelief
· Her confidence grows scene by scene
· She narrates with warmth, sincerity, and vulnerability
· Even in adulthood, she carries a gentle, grounded sweetness
Elizabeth’s story is ultimately about a girl who never thought she was “alluring” — until someone told her she was, and meant it.
Audition Notes
There are three brief scenes, they are to test your range over the character arc. There are brief notes before the scene. There is no need to record the “Tone” and “Test” lines. They are there to help you dial-in your performance, record the text within the quotes.
You can announce the scene number: Scene 1, Scene 2 or Scene3. Then read the lines in quotes.


Script
Scene 1
Tone: soft, hesitant, internalized; she’s speaking to Millie backstage before the spelling bee.
Test: Breath control, Small, intimate emotional beats, Vulnerability without melodrama
“I know, I know… my hair’s a mess. I didn’t even have time to fix it. Millie, don’t look at me like that. I already feel like everyone else belongs here except me.
And that announcer? The DJ guy? He smiled at me. I’m sure it meant nothing. People like him don’t notice girls like me.
I just want to get through one word without embarrassing myself.”
Scene 2
Tone: breathless, surprised, glowing; she’s recounting the moment Mike said “alluring.” 
[bookmark: _Hlk228743492]Test: Emotional lift, Romantic awakening, Ability to shift from internal to expressive
“Millie… when he said my name, it felt like the whole room disappeared.
And then he said the word — ‘alluring.’
I know he was just giving me something to spell, but the way he looked at me… it was like he meant it.
For the first time in my life, I wondered what it would feel like to be… wanted.”

[continued on next page]



Scene 3
Tone: warm, steady, reflective; she’s speaking to her daughter years later.
Test: Emotional maturity, Narrative clarity, Warmth and grounded presence
“You know, sweetheart… I wasn’t always confident.
When your father met me, I was a shy girl who didn’t think she deserved much. But he saw something in me — something I didn’t see in myself yet.
Love doesn’t just change your life. Sometimes it changes the way you see your own reflection.
And that’s why I’m grateful. For him. For you. For all of it.”

Audition Tips
· Testing - Test your audio with the Audio Lab for ACX (https://www.acx.com/mp/audiolab). All files will be run through this lab. The result must be “0 issues found”. This is a core competency requirement for this work and future projects with this production company.
· Respect the text – All words in the script must be delivered, no ad-lib. Emotive expressions are allowed, ensure there is no objectionable language.
· Character Choices – Ensure you understand the character, vocal style and scene for the best audition. The character choices you make must be within these bounds.
· Audio Quality – This is the life blood of audiobooks. Ensure you have no background noise, including performance noise: fabric rubbing, jewlery, foot noise, excessive breathing. Mind “plosives” like from “D”, “T” or “P” sounds; these are tough for the listener and can cause problems in testing. Learn how to moderate these sounds (soften delivery. Point head away from mic for these sounds).
· No Slating – There is no need to announce who you are on the recording. Let your performance do the talking.
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